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ENERGIZE YOUR HOME

You can make a difference!

Energy Saving Ideas



There are ways to lower your utility bill, make your home more
comfortable, safer and improving the indoor air quality.

Where does it start? It starts with control.

v Control your cost.
v'Control your behavior.
v'Control your contractors.
v'Do 1t yourself.

You’ve got the
power.

What is deregulation? How does it affect you? Take control!



Let’s talk cost. What’s a penny?

COST VS USAGE

Cost-This 1s the price Usage-This 1s how
you pay per kilowatt many kilowatt hours
hour for electricity. you use during the
billing cycle.
The average price your paid for electricity this month is _ cents per kwh.
(kilowatt hour)

This sentence is on YOUR electric bill.

Ex: If you pay 14.7 cents and your neighbor pays 10.2 cents, he is paying 30% less than you!
If you are paying 10 cents and he is paying 8, he is paying 20% less than you!
Do the math here!

PENNIES MATTER!






What the heck is a kilowatt hour?

Before we see how much electricity costs, we have to understand how it's measured.

When you buy gas they charge you by the gallon. How much is gas today per gallon?

When you buy electricity they charge you by the kilowatt-hour (KWh). How much is electricity?
When you use 1000 watts for 1 hour, that's a kilowatt-hour.

For example:

Device Wattage Hours used kWh
medium window-unit AC 1000 watts one hour 1 kWh
large window-unit AC 1500 watts one hour 1.5 kWh
small window-unit AC 500 watts one hour 0.5 kwWh
42" ceiling fan on low speed 24 watts ten hours 0.24 kWh
light bulb 100 watts 730 hours 73 kWh

(i.e., all month)

CFL light bulb 25 watts 730 hours 18 kwWh

To get kilowatt-hours, take the wattage of the device,
multiply by the number of hours you use it, and divide
by 1000. (Dividing by 1000 changes it from watt-hours to
kilowatt-hours.) That's exactly what I did in the table above.



Here's the formula to figure the cost of running a device:
wattage x hours used + 1000 x price per kWh = cost of electricity

For example, let's say you leave a 100-watt bulb running continuously
(730 hours a month), and you're paying 15¢/kWh.

Your cost to run the bulb all month 1s 100 x 730 + 1000 x 15¢ = $10.95.

If your device doesn't list wattage, but it does list amps, then just multiply the
amps times the voltage to get the watts.

For example:
2.5 amps x 120 volts = 300 watts



Behavior is not always
how you act! Be aware!



When was the last time you cleaned your coil under the refrigerator?
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16,000 fires annually from clogged dryers and vents!






























What’s in your attic?



WHAT IS A HOME ENERGY AUDIT?

A comprehensive home energy audit will
come with a written, detailed report.
Typically, this is done thru an approved
software program. The problem is, there are
many software programs. REMRATE is the
most widely recognized program and the
primary program used for Energy Star
compliance. This program is sanctioned by
the National Association of Mortgage
Industry. Banks sometimes use this report in
determining energy upgrade compliance for
new and existing homes. The tests we do on
your home are the identical tests we do on a
new home being built for compliance. The
key here is this-there i1s a STANDARD to
follow. Without a standard, an energy audit
1s whatever you and the person performing it
agree on. Ask for a REM file, it’s official.

On the other hand, we see many companies
advertising “energy audits”. Beware, most of
these companies are using it as a means of
getting into your home to sell you their
products without true consideration of a
comprehensive home energy audit.( ie,
radiant barrier, solar panels, etc) When
asking about a home energy audit, be sure to
clarify what it is you will be getting once the
audit is complete to quantify the findings.
Often times, we talk with consumers who tell
us the person didn’t leave them anything in
writing. This is NOT good. In addition, ask
for pictures. A good auditor will take photos
from the beginning of the audit until it’s
complete documenting findings as they go.
Pictures say a thousand words.









THANK YOU
FOR ATTENDING

LEARN@LIVE

Please complete a paper evaluation
form and drop it into the collection box
as you exit the theater.
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